security against the growth of popular power in the
country and in their respective States.
(2)
The influences which operated upon the situation
till Lord Wavell, and now the Labour Government
decided to break the deadlock, were:
British fear of Indian Nationalism.   4
The position of the Congress as the principal
instrument of Nationalism.
The disruptive urge of the Muslim League.
The principal influence which created and main-
tained the situation was the British fear of Indian
Nationalism as a power seeking the independence of
the Country. This factor found expression in different
policies of which the most important were those which
attempted to atomise the national strength by foster-
ing disruptive tendencies, which were (a) religious,
(b) economic, and (c) dynastic.
The British policy of converting religious minor-
ities into anti-national forces in the Country in order
to retain a hold over India had reached its highest
effectiveness in creating the Hindu-Muslim problem
of the day.
In 1909 Britain induced the Muslims to demand,,
and cheerfully conceded, separate electorates, admit-
tedly with the object of 'pulling away sixty millions
of Muslims from the seditious movement.'
From 1919, Britain trained the Muslims, through
the reactionary leaders thrown up by separate elec-
torates, to make aggressive demands, and by granting
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